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Abstract: Since the COVID-19 pandemic has occurred around the world, 
education has been one of the most affected. All schools in the world are closing and 
changing the learning system to online learning. This makes social interaction between 
students limited, but not for parents who live together. The implementation of online 
learning turns out to provide an easier method of committing academic dishonesty. We 
examine how attachments that include father, mother and peer attachments affect the 
behaviour of academic dishonesty. A total of 165 high school students participated in 
this study. Results Our research confirms previous research that the results show no 
effect of all attachments on academic dishonesty. This shows that students continue to 
be dishonest during online learning without being influenced by attachments, in 
contrast to other studies conducted before the COVID-19 pandemic occurred. The 
research results and implications for education providers are discussed. 
Keywords: academic dishonesty, father attachment, mother attachment, online 
learning, peer attachment, pandemic COVID-19,  
 
INTRODUCTION 
The whole world recognizes the COVID-19 pandemic as having a significant 
impact on people’s lives. Starting from the global economy (Ozili & Arun, 2020), 
mental health (Herdian & Chen, 2021), to learning (Burgess & Sievertsen, 2020; 
Onyema et al., 2020; Syah, 2020). This is still ongoing, especially in Indonesia, until 
the beginning of September 2021. It is undeniable that the special impact on the 
implementation of education has received special attention from the government. 
Online learning is a solution during the COVID-19 pandemic as a substitute for face-
to-face learning. However, the implementation of online learning is not fully said to be 
effective. The results of previous research in Indonesia said online learning was not 
effectively applied in early childhood education (Satriana et al., 2021), elementary 
schools (Aminullah et al., 2021), junior high schools (Fauzy & Nurfauziah, 2021), 
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senior high schools(Sari & Haryono, 2021), to higher education (Rusdiantho & Elon, 
2021). In addition, another significant impact turned out to affect students’ ethical 
behaviour during online learning (Herdian et al., 2021). 
Academic dishonesty is interesting to study during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Many studies have proven this with the theme of academic dishonesty during online 
learning (Amzalag et al., 2021; Augusta & Henderson, 2021; Herdian & Zamal, 2021; 
Shalevska, n.d.; Steinberger et al., 2021; Wahyuni & Fontanella, 2021). A study of 81 
students and 50 lecturers on perceptions of attitudes towards online exams and reasons 
for dishonest behaviour found that younger students and Arab students tended to cheat 
more on online exams, in addition to showing a lack of mutual trust between students 
and students-lecturers related to academic dishonesty (Amzalag et al., 2021). The 
results of other studies say that students have many strategies to commit academic 
dishonesty during online learning. This is related to the transaction of students’ work 
on assignments (Herdian et al., 2021). In response to the rampant unethical behaviour, 
we conducted further research on academic dishonesty and factors that may influence 
it, such as attachment. 
The emergence of facts related to dishonesty in students that occurs can be caused 
by various factors, namely internal factors and external factors. According to Arifah et 
al. (2018), internal or individual factors, namely ethics, beliefs, motivation, deviant 
behaviour, a field of study, values, gender, pressure, opportunities, rationalization, and 
average scores. While external factors, such as the school environment (Ichsan, 2019, 
) are too busy, so there is not enough time to complete assignments or study for exams, 
the influence of peer attachment (Friyatmi, 2011) and parent attachment (Mccabe & 
Trevino 1993). This is in line with research conducted by Fass (1996), which mentions 
the influence of parental attachment, peers, and students’ tolerance or criticism of 
cheating. Furthermore, Fass (1996)said that the relationship between parent attachment 
and peer attachment has different meanings depending on the level of attachment 
conditions. For example, when parent attachment is high, it reduces deviant behaviour, 
including dishonesty behaviour. In other conditions, when the parent attachment is low 
but the peer attachment is high, it is possible that dishonesty behaviour can occur. 
Meanwhile, if the parent attachment and peer attachment are low, students are tolerant 
of academic dishonesty.  
One of the external factors that influence academic dishonesty is parent 
attachment. Parent attachment is defined as an emotional bond formed by an individual 
to specific parents, binding them in an eternal closeness over time (Ainsworth, 1969). 
In a family, the role of parents will certainly impact the learning process of a child. 
Muarifah et al. (2020) said that a supportive and trusting relationship between children 
and their parents could give a view to the child as a person who is capable and loved 
by his parents. 
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In addition to the role of parents that can affect an individual’s learning process 
at school, there is also the influence of peers or peer attachment. According to 
Mahmudi et al. (2016), individuals will form closer attachments with their peers when 
they are teenagers. Armsden et al. (1987) define peer attachment as a close relationship 
formed due to a good communication network between one individual and another 
individual or his friend. The influence of peers has an important role for an individual 
to think or behave following his friends (Clasen & Brown, 1985). This raises that peers 
have positive and negative impacts, where one of the negative impacts of peer 
attachment is the emergence of academic dishonesty. The results of previous research 
on how social ties contribute to cheating, girls, parental attachment deters cheating 
while peer involvement increases cheating. In contrast to boys, parental attachment is 
the only social bond that does not affect cheating (Gentina et al., 2017). 
Based on this background, this study further investigates the effect of peer 
attachment and parent attachment (mother and father attachment) on academic 
dishonesty. The existence of attachment to friends and parents will bring up an 
emotional pressure on students’ academic performance. In terms of parents who want 
their children to have superior achievements than their friends, this does not rule out 




One hundred sixty-five high school students consisting of grade 10 and grade 11 
participated in this study, consisting of ages 15 to 18 years, with 32 students male 
(19.4%) and female (80.6%). All participants are spread in the majors of natural science, 
social science science, Islamic religion. Data collection is done by distributing the scale 
online with the help of Google Forms. 
Measurement 
Peer and Parent Attachment (Mother and Father Attachment) 
This study uses the Inventory Parent And Peer Attachment (IPPA) compiled by 
Armsden dan Greenberg (2009), which has been converted into Indonesian by Wiranti 
(2013) based on the dimensions of communication (communication), trust (trust), and 
alienation (alienation). A Likert scale is composed of five alternative answers with 
answer scores: strongly agree (5), agree (4), undecided (3), Disagree (2), Strongly 
Disagree (1). Items consist of favourable and favourable statements (reverse score). On 
the peer attachment scale, there are 25 statements. An example of an item on the 
communication dimension is "When discussing various things, friends care about my 
point of view.". The peer attachment scale shows high internal consistency (α = 0.86). 
On the parent attachment scale, 50 statements consist of mother attachment and father 
attachment, with each scale of 25 statements. An example of a communication 
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dimension item on the mother attachment scale is "I tell my mother about the problems 
and difficulties I face.". While an example of an item on the alienation dimension on 
the father attachment scale is "Talk about my problems to my father makes me 
embarrassed and feel stupid.". The mother attachment scale shows high internal 
consistency, namely = 0.87, and the father attachment scale shows high internal 
consistency, namely = 0.89 
Academic Dishonesty Scale 
The scale is based on aspects of academic dishonesty Mccabe & Trevino (1993) 
and Stone et al. (2010) developed by Ampuni et al. (2019), among others: cheating, 
unauthorized collaboration, and plagiarism. An example of an item on the plagiarism 
aspect is "Copying the material and acknowledging it as my own work.". The Likert 
scale in this study was compiled with five alternative answers with scores for each 
answer, namely: Never (0) to very often (4). This scale only uses one type of statement, 
namely in the form of a favourable statement with 14 statement items. Academic 
Dishonesty scale has a value of = 0.87 
Analysis Data 
Statistical description data analysis and correlational analysis were conducted to 
test academic dishonesty, peer attachment, and parent attachment (mother and father 
attachment). The two methods of data analysis used in this study are multiple 
regression tests. Multiple regression analysis techniques were used to determine the 
extent of the simultaneous influence between the peer attachment variable and the 
parent attachment variable (mother and father attachment) on the academic dishonesty 
variable data group. This study aims to examine whether or not there is an effect of 
peer attachment and parent attachment (mother and father attachment) on academic 
dishonesty in high school students. 
RESULTS 
The purpose of this study is to examine how the influence of peer attachment and 
parent attachment (mother and father attachment) on academic dishonesty. The 
researcher presents the research results in the form of the following table with 
explanations. 
Table 1 
Intercorrelation among Variables 









Age Pearson’s r -         
p-value -        
Peer Attachment Pearson’s r 0.099  -       
p-value 0.204  -      
Mother Attachment Pearson’s r 
0.12  0.492 
**
* 
-    
 
p-value 0.124  < .001  -    
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Father Attachment Pearson’s r 












-0.193 * -0.116  -0.058  -0.134 - 
  p-value 0.013   0.139   0.46   0.086 - 
Note. * p < .05, ** p < .01, *** p < .001 
The results of the inter-correlation test of the variables studied can be seen in table 
2. From these results, it can be concluded that the correlation between mother 
attachment, father attachment and peer attachment is significantly positive. It can be 
seen that each of these inter-attachment relationships has a p-value < 0.001. The 
stronger the attachment of children to their parents (mother and father) will make it 
easier for children to build attachments with their peers. However, no significant 
relationship was found (p-values > 0.05) between attachment (parent and peer) and age, 
so it can be concluded that there is no relationship between a person’s attachment 
(parents or peers) with age. In addition, there is a relationship between academic 
dishonesty and a person’s age. This can be seen from the Pearson’s correlation value: 
-0.193; p-value: 0.013. This means that the older a person gets, the lower the chances 
of academic dishonesty being committed. 
Tabel 2 
Linear Regression Result 
Model R R² Adjusted R² F Estimate SE p 
Father to Academic Dishonesty 0.134 0.018 0.012 2.99 -0.098 0.0567 0.086 
Mother tp Academic 
Dishonesty 
0.0579 0.00335 -0.00276 0.548 -0.0494 0.0667 0.46 
Peer to Academic Dishonesty 0.116 0.0134 0.00734 2.21 -0.0829 0.0557 0.139 
Table 3 draws the results of the regression test between father attachment, mother attachment and peer 
attachment to academic dishonesty with an R-value of 0.153; R²: 0.0234; F: 1.28; p > 0.05 so it can be 
concluded that there is no significant influence between father attachment, mother attachment and peer 
attachment on academic dishonesty. A person’s attachment to parents and peers simultaneously cannot 
predict the tendency of academic dishonesty committed by that person. 
Table 3 
Multiple regression results 
  Overall Model Test 
Model R R² 
Adjusted 
R² 
F Estimate SE p 
Father attachment, 
Mother attachment,  
peer attachment to 
academic dishonesty 
0.153 0.0234 0.00517 1.28 -0.0614 0.0661 0.282 
    -0.0876 0.0683  
    0.0388 0.0824  
DISCUSSION 
Previous literature said that parent attachment plays a role in shaping adolescent 
independence and increasing thinking skills (Situmorang et al., 2016). Increasing 
independence makes attachment to parents not strong enough to affect the character of 
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teenagers. So that there is no significant influence between adolescent and parental 
attachment to all dimensions of adolescent character. This is supported by research 
conducted by (Ghani, 2017) which says that there is no relationship between parent 
attachment and adolescent learning achievement because adolescents are increasingly 
independent. The development of thinking power is increasing, making parents tend to 
ignore children when studying. Likewise, in other studies that examined parent and 
peer attachment on the learning motivation of first-year students, the results showed no 
relationship between these variables (Auliansyah et al., 2020). 
Also supported by Gemeay et al. (2015), parental attachment does not affect 
academic achievement in Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Peer groups had a significant impact 
on students’ academic performance in Egypt, but not for students in Saudi Arabia. 
However, low parental and peer attachment groups were not considered the only 
predictor of poor academic performance. The results of our study further confirm that 
at the age of adolescence attachment has no effect on students’ academics, in contrast 
to previous research conducted by Fass (1996), which states that the relationship 
between parent attachment and peer attachment has different meanings depending on 
the level of attachment conditions. For example, when parent attachment is high, it 
reduces deviant behaviour, including dishonesty behaviour. In other conditions, when 
the parent attachment is low but the peer attachment is high, it is possible that 
dishonesty behaviour can occur. Meanwhile, if the parent attachment and peer 
attachment are low, students are tolerant of academic dishonesty. 
The implications of this research are on the implementation of online education 
that takes place during the COVID-19 pandemic. Parent attachment and peer 
attachment are not factors associated with academic dishonesty during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Although it has been known that academic dishonesty during online learning 
increases with various strategies carried out (Herdian et al., 2021). The results of this 
study also contribute to parents being involved in students’ academics, such as 
providing motivation and support for online learning. Because as it is known that the 
implementation of online education has an impact on student stress (Herdian & 
Mildaeni, 2021), besides that students feel less enthusiastic and bored (Mujahidin, 
2021), so it is said to be ineffective, and students choose face-to-face learning 
(Dewantara & Nurgiansah, 2020). 
CONCLUSION 
We examined how parent attachments consist of father attachments and mother 
attachments and peer attachments against academic dishonesty of high school students 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The study results concluded that there was no 
significant effect of parent attachment and peer attachment on academic dishonesty. 
From the point of view of parent attachment, we discussed that the development of 
more mature students makes students more independent than before. So this can be 
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used as a basis that parents may be slightly involved in the academic activities of high 
school students. In addition, peer attachment is also known to not affect academic 
dishonesty, in contrast to the results of previous research, which stated that the role of 
peers could affect students’ ethical behaviour at school. We argue that during a 
pandemic, social interaction among students is not like face-to-face learning in schools. 
High school students may be doing more personal activities during the COVID-19 
pandemic than communicating with their peers online. 
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